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Curriculum Newsletter – Doves Class
Our Newsletter will give you an overview of our learning for this half-term in all our subjects.

Literacy
Narrative Unit
In this unit we explore the effects of a flood on a family. This story does not have any words and is, in fact, a picture book only. This allows us to explore the feelings and worries of the characters in the story. Within this unit there is a focus on complex sentences. These are sentences which consist of two parts, where one part does not make sense on its own as a sentence.

We begin to look at repetition and why this makes our writing effective. We continue to look at dialogue and using inverted commas, otherwise known as speech marks, correctly. We also look at synonyms. There is a strong focus on building lots of vocabulary to describe the scenes of the flood and the feelings of the characters. We continue to look at personification and similes as well as putting our writing into paragraphs.

For our final piece of writing we change the setting of the story. We continue to use a huge flood as our main theme for the narrative but we can change where this takes place, for example, we may write about the school flooding and how the pupils feel as this happens.

Maths
In this unit we begin to explore multiples of 2, 5 and 10. We learn to understand when a number can be placed into which category – can it be divided by 2? Or 5? Or 10? Could it go into two categories?
We begin to look in detail at multiples of 3, 4 and 8. These are our focus times tables for Year 3. We build our confidence with counting in these numbers and dividing numbers into 3s, 4s and 8s. We can do this with objects by grouping them into the correct number and using arrays.

Arrays mean that we are putting our objects into a row. For example, we could but 15 counters into 3 rows of 5 or 5 rows of 3.
In our second multiplication and division unit we look at multiplying a 2-digit number by a 1-digit number. We look at similarities between multiples, such as: if 1 x 5 is 5, then 10 x 5 must be 50.

We break down multiplying 2-digit numbers by 1-digit numbers like so:

What is 26 x 3?
2 tens  3  6 tens/60
6 ones  3  18 ones
26  3  60 + 18 78
26  3  78

We then begin to look at dividing. We can partition numbers to help us do this. For example:

What is 48 ÷ 4?
We can begin by looking at how many 4s go into 40. Then we look at how many 4s go into 8. We add these numbers together (10 + 2 = 12).

History
In this unit we look at the ancient Egyptians and how they were an ancient civilization who lived near the river Nile in Egypt. We discover the importance of the River Nile and the fact that the River Nile floods, creating fertile land to grow crops. We learn what ‘fertile’ land means and how crucial this was for people living in Ancient Egypt.

We also look at ancient Egyptian society and the fact that this was hierarchal, and the Pharaoh was the leader at the top. 


Also, we learn that the Ancient Egyptians used a writing system called hieroglyphics which we have been able to translate and use to find out more about them. We take a look at some hieroglyphics and how they are so different from our way of writing today. We discover that they are important because they tell us about how life used to be in Ancient Egypt, giving us a bigger picture as to how people lived their lives.

We learn that the ancient Egyptians believed in many gods and goddesses and prepared for the afterlife in their own special way. We know that the archaeologist, Howard Carter, discovered the tomb of Tutankhamun- a Pharaoh that was mummified.


Science
Magnetic force is an invisible push or pull force. When a magnet pushes an object away, we say it repels it. If a magnet pulls an object towards it, we say it attracts it.  We also learn that a magnet has two opposite poles: the north and south pole.
We learn that the effect of a force is to make something move, or change speed, direction, or shape. We also learn that we can change the amount of force we use when we push and pull things.

We begin to understand that friction is the force between two surfaces and that rough surfaces create greater friction and smooth surfaces create less friction. A magnetic force is an invisible push or pull force. When a magnet pushes an object away, we say it repels it. If a magnet pulls an object towards it, we say it attracts it.  We also learn that a magnet has two opposite poles: the north and south pole.

RE

We look at the key beliefs of Islam and the Five Pillars.
In this unit we learn that Allah is the God worshiped by Muslims. We discuss Muhammad (PBUH) being seen as the founder of Islam, but that he was the last prophet sent by Allah. We learn that Muhammad is so highly respected that Muslims might say “peace be upon him” whenever his name is mentioned.

Computing
In this unit we learn to understand what a flowchart is and how flowcharts are used in computer programming.

We understand that there are different types of timers and select the right type for purpose and how to use the repeat command on the laptop.

We also understand the importance of nesting. We have to design and create an interactive scene using the skills we have learned.

Art
This term we are learning about architecture, looking through history to learn the impact of architecture on artwork. We will study the Parthenon, an ancient building in Greece, and learn it’s complex history. We will design, make and paint clay tiles, which will be ‘in relief’, similar to the stone works found in the Parthenon. We will then move onto learning about Gaudi, exploring how his works are influenced by nature, and extraordinary for their time because of his use of curved lines and shapes. We will finish the unit designing and creating mosaics using tissue paper.
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