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Curriculum Newsletter – Doves Class – Summer 2
Our Newsletter will give you an overview of our learning for this half-term in all our subjects.

Literacy – Light and Dark – A non-fiction Unit 
In this unit, we will be looking at information to do with animals and how they eat, sleep and move during the daylight hours and nighttime hours. As this unit is a non-fiction unit, this means our primary focus is on the facts we can prove about these animals. We will be using conjunctions in our writing, such as: when, although, because, as, through. We will continue to use rhetorical questions, prepositions (Which tells us the position of something, such as: under, over, beside, inside, next to), adverbs, similes and we will study how we can use different tenses in our writing for effect. 
Our neat write at the end of the unit will focus on an animal of our own choice and all of the facts we can gather about that animal. We will start with a question for our title and then use subheadings and paragraphs to share our findings with our audience.

Maths – Fractions 
Here, we look at what fractions look like. We understand that the top number of a fraction is called a numerator and the bottom number is called a denominator. We begin to compare fractions and order them. The fractions we order will often have different denominators and using images helps us to understand that the larger the denominator, the smaller the fraction actually is.
In this unit, we also learn to add and subtract fractions with the same denominator, learning that we do not add the denominator, which stays the same, and we only add the numerators together. 

Building on children’s understanding of the seven continents from Year 1, and Northern Europe from Year 2 children will look in more detail at Western Europe. Children will build on this knowledge in Year 4 when they will learn about Mediterranean and Eastern Europe. As children progress through these units of European Geography they will build on their locational understanding and will understand how location and climate are linked.

Geography – Western Europe 
In this unit, children will be taught about trade, a concept that they will return to in forthcoming geography and history units, for example the Anglo-Saxons, Scots and Vikings in Year 3.

Locational knowledge from this unit will support children’s geographical understanding when they study the Anglo-Saxons, Scots and Vikings in Year 3 and The Rise and Fall of Rome in Year 4. Within this unit children will use maps of Western Europe to identify key countries and key physical features. They will use maps to explore the location of countries such as France, Germany and the Netherlands, recognising physical features such as peninsulas, mountains, and rivers. To conclude this unit, children will learn about France. They will locate Paris, the capital city and will look at maps of the city.

Science  - Light 
Here, we look at how light enables us to see things and darkness it the absence of light. We learn that the sun is an important source of light for life on earth. We know that light travels in straight lines. We learn that transparent material allows light to pass through it but opaque material blocks light from passing through it. We look at how a shadow is created when an object blocks the path of light and that the sun appears to move across the sky as our planet revolves on its axis.
Lastly, we learn that shadows change in size and shape throughout the day.

Music
In Music, we will explore the song ‘The Dragon Song’, with themes of friendship and kindness. The Dragon Song is a long, gentle folk song, and we will listen and appraise other traditional tunes and Folk  melodies from around the world that the song writers might have listened to during their travels. Finally, the children will learn to perform the song.

DT
In DT, the children will learn about baking bread. They will learn both the science behind how bread is made, the history of making butter and how this process is still relevant today; alongside exploring types of bread and where these come from. Finally, during a cookery morning, the children will bake their own brown rolls working in a team.

Please see our lovely photos from our Summer 1 Term:
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