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	Friday 4th September 2026

	Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to another exciting academic year, 2026-2027. Although we have only been back for two days, I wanted to take this opportunity to tell you how incredibly proud we are of our pupils. They have all returned ready to learn, with high aspirations for themselves and a positive, can-do attitude. There is a real sense of enthusiasm around the school, and we are all very excited about the year ahead.

By next Friday, you will receive your child's class newsletter for Autumn Term 1. This will outline what the children will be learning, as well as provide information about trips and any class-specific events taking place during the term.
We encourage all Year 6 parents and carers to attend our SATs Information Evening with myself and the Year 6 teaching team. We will explain what the SATs are, what your child can expect, and how you can support them in preparing for their tests in May. The meeting will take place on Thursday 17th September from 3:15pm to 3:45pm. There is no need to book a place in advance; please just come along.

I would also like to share some of the building improvements that were completed during the summer holidays to make Eastgate even safer and more secure for our pupils. A brand-new gate has been installed between the Mediation Room and the main building to ensure that all areas of the school site remain safe and secure for pupils and staff. We have also installed several new fire doors and fire shutters in the dining hall, as well as two additional air conditioning units in the Year 1 and Year 2 classrooms. In addition, flooring has been replaced in several classrooms, alongside several other improvement projects. As you can see, it has been a very busy summer of investment and development across the school.

As always, thank you for your continued support. We greatly value the strong partnership between home and school and look forward to continuing to work together throughout the year. By working in partnership, we can ensure that every child is supported to thrive, achieve their potential, and enjoy a successful and fulfilling year at Eastgate.

With warmest wishes,

Mrs Parker
Principal

	
	                 Our Vision

Respect
Yourself, others and our environment. 

Pride
In your achievements, community and heritage. 

Wellbeing
Make healthy decisions for your mind and body.

Courage
Be brave and learn from your mistakes.

Aspire
Be passionate about your future.

Honesty
Be truthful and accountable to yourself and others.



	For your information


Change of address or personal circumstances 
If you have changed your phone number or address over the summer holidays, or if your child's living arrangements have changed, please ensure that you inform the school at your earliest convenience.
Keeping our records up to date is essential so that we can contact you quickly if needed and ensure the safety and wellbeing of all our pupils.

Thank you for your support and cooperation.

Attendance
You will have received a communication from our Attendance Officer, Mrs Walker, regarding attendance expectations and procedures. Please ensure that you are familiar with the legal requirements surrounding punctuality and school attendance, as outlined in the letter sent earlier this week.
Every school has a legal obligation to know the whereabouts of its pupils during the school day. This is why, if we have not been informed of a child's absence, we may carry out a home visit to check on the child's wellbeing and welfare.

Missed lessons mean missed learning opportunities, which can lead to gaps in learning and achievement becoming increasingly significant over time. We appreciate your support in ensuring that your child attends school regularly and arrives on time so they can make the most of every learning opportunity.

Calendar dates for Autumn term 2026



	Month 
	Activity 
	Information 

	September

	Thursday 3rd 
	Children return to school
Gates open at 8:15
Breakfast club booking is available from 8am. Please contact the school office for more information and book via Pupil Asset.



	Thursday 17th 
	Y6 SATs parents evening
RSHE and PSHE updated
	All Y6 children and parents invited to come to the main school hall for SATs presentation and Y6 exams preparation- 3:15- 3:45

	Friday 18th 
	European Day of Languages
	MFL and British Sign Language workshops for children throughout the day.

	Friday 25th 
	MacMillan Coffee morning
	Parents welcome to come into assembly hall for 9am coffee and cake – donations for MacMillan charity

	October 
	National Black History Month 

	5th  
	Harvest Festival 
	Children to bring in food donations for local foodbank.

	6th 
	Phonics workshop for parents
	EYFS and KS1 parents welcomed to join phonics lead in the assembly hall for a practical workshop on supporting your child with phonics. 

	9th 
	World Mental Health Day 
	Mental Health – Eastgate values assembly for children

	16th 
	Flu Vaccination
	

	21st and 22nd 
	Parents evening 
	1:30-5:00 bookable via Pupil Asset- 10-minute slots only
No children are allowed to be collected before 3pm.

	Friday 23rd 
	OCTOBER HALF TERM 
	Pupils return 2nd November 

	November 
	  
	  

	16th
	National Anti-Bullying Week 

Values ambassadors lead assembly- values ambassadors parents welcomed to join our assembly. 
	Daily activities in class. Values ambassadors to do Monday assembly on Anti bullying. All pupils and adults to come to school wearing odd socks on Monday 16th November to mark that it’s ok to be different.  

	Tuesday 17th  
	Open morning for new 
Year Reception 2027 class



	Parents can book a visit in advance. 9 am start with presentation from EYFS team and then tour of EYFS learning area.
Values ambassadors support school tours 

	Tuesday 17th 
	Open morning for Highgate parents
	Parents can book a visit in advance via school office. 10:30 am start with a presentation from Assistant Headteacher and Principal introducing Eastgate Academy values. Values ambassadors will offer an opportunity to do tours around the school.


	Friday 20th 
	Parents open coffee morning
	Parents welcomed to come and join SLT for a relaxed chat from 8:45 to 9:30am. 

	25th 
	Flu Vaccination
	Alternative date

	December 
	  
	  

	1st and 2nd  
	School Christmas Discos 
	Run by the staff and Friends of EA- parents helpers welcomed

	8th  
	Dress rehearsal for Nativity Play 
	KS2 to watch 

	9th  
	KS1 Nativity Play at school 
(or church if available)
	Ticketing system for parents.  

	Friday 11th 
	Christmas Jumper Day 
	Whole School Non-School uniform day - £1 donation. 

	Monday 14th December
	Christmas cake sale
	Cake donations welcomed. 

	Thursday 17th  
	Christmas Dinner 

	Friday 18th 
	Last day of school
	INSET Day 4th January 
Pupils return 5th January 
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